[An anthropological view of addiction].
In psychiatric discourse, addiction is normally understood according to the original paradigm of "dependency" which claims lifelong and unchangeable dependency on the addictive substance or "psychotropic technique". In the attempt to reduce damage or achieve abstinency, therapeutic interests and understanding of the human mind contradict this inflexibility. This contradiction in psychiatric understanding of addiction can be viewed as a dynamic part of the addiction process. A philosophical anthropology of addiction is presented in that light. Using the concept "the psychotropic technique achieves a superior position", both sides of the psychiatric understanding are combined and integrated. The addictive mind and its self-awareness can then be understood as a "fragile monoidentity". Implications of such an understanding are discussed.